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musicians performed in public or in private. It
was the attitude of Wagner which attracted and
delighted them, while Swinburne had a curious
conviction of sympathy with Berlioz, who died just
about this time, leaving a mysterious reputation
behind him. I have heard Swinburne express an
overwhelming desire to be present when " La
Damnation de Faust" was performed, and he was
prepared, or almost prepared, to take a journey
to Leipzig for that particular purpose. He had read
some of Berlioz' musical criticism, which used to
appear (I think) in Le Figaro, and he exulted in the
French musician's eulogies of Shakespeare. The
" Memoires " of Berlioz were published later, but I
think Swinburne had read "Les Grotesques de
la Musique." Rapturous appreciation of music
which he had never heard did not preclude, on
Mr. Powell's part, enjoyment of music which he
shared with all the world ; and Offenbach, then
laden with the laurels of " La Grande Duchesse
de Gerolstein," was an honoured guest at the
Chaumiere while Swinburne was there.

But it was literature and art on which the poet
discoursed with the greatest glow and abundance.
Maupassant was dazzled, as well he might be, by
the erudition, by the imagination, by the daring, by
what seemed to him the perversity of the incredible
English genius. It is impossible not to regret that
Maupassant neglected, on the successive occasions
when he spent some hours with Swinburne at
Etretat, to note down, as he could have done, even